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peerage. The unfinished project of a constitution, on which Nikita Muravev had been working since 1821, provided for the establishment of a federated Russian state under a constitutional monarch. It guaranteed the equality of all citizens before the law and freedom of the press and religion, but restricted by high property qualifications the right to vote and the right to be elected to parliament or public office. The project, while safeguarding the interests of the landed aristocracy, called for the emancipation of the serfs: the former serfs were to receive small land allotments and were to form a class of tenant farmers.
Pestel, in his Russkda Pravda (Russian Truth) expounded a very different program.14 The Russia he visualized was a unified, centralized, egalitarian, and democratic republic where there would be no room for privileges arising from birth, rank, or wealth. Serfdom was to be abolished, and every citizen was to be entitled to enough land to support himself and his family. By a rather intricate division of land into publicly and privately owned, Pestel hoped to achieve general security without undermining property rights. His political, social, and economic radicalism went hand in hand with the most aggressive nationalism. He demanded the ruthless Russification of all territories comprised in the Russian empire, the abolition of Finnish autonomy, the exclusive use of the Russian language throughout Russia, the annexation of Moldavia, of the still unconquered parts of the Caucasus, and of the lands inhabited by the Kirghiz and other Mongolian tribes. The only exception to his program of assimilation was Poland, which Pestel proposed to establish as an independent state and even to expand eastward, provided Poland adopted a political and social system similar to that of the new Russian republic and entered with it into a political alliance.15 The main points of this proposal were endorsed by the secret Society of the United Slavs, founded in 1823 by
14 Named after the collection of laws ascribed to the Kievan prince Yaroslav, Russian Truth, a draft instruction for the use of the future provisional government, was to consist of ten chapters, of which only five were actually written. In 1822 the draft was submitted to the executive board of the Southern Society, which approved it, with some revisions, a year later.
15 Pestel was critical of the Jews, especially of their exclusiveness, which was incompatible with his conception of a unified state. He favored strong measures for the breaking down of the power pf the rabbis and for the assimilation of the Jews, but he considered aeven more desirable their wholesale eviction and the forma: tion of a Jewish state in Asia Minor.